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August 12, 2025
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. Welcome and Introductions

Minutes from May 14, 2025
Presentation — East Coast Greenway
CRCOG Updates and News

What’s New in My Town

Other Business

. Adjournment
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CAPTOL RERON
COUWTIL OF GOVEANMBENTS

Bicycle and Pedestrian
Planning Committee Meeting — Minutes

May 14, 2025

TIME:izpm

DATE: Wednezday May 14, 2023

PLACE: Toom Call

CRCOG Staff
Caitlin Palmer
Heidi Samokar
Mike Cipriano

M ® Name Afiliation
e etl n Amy Watkins Watch for Me CT
CJ Gandza City of New BEritain
Dan Amsiuatz VHEB
Eric Anderson Town of Andover
e Kevin Sullivan Eike Mansfield
Lon Hultgren Bike Walk Wathar=field
Martha Conneely Riverfront Becaptare
Michele Lipe Town of Sonth Windsor
Nathaniel Jarvie Town of Canton
Norm Berg Town of Southington
Patrice Carson Town of Bolton
Panl Ashwarth CTDOT
Steve Hnatnk Town of East Hartford

Andmver | Aven | Berlin | Boomfeld | Bolton | Camton | Colombia | Coventry | East Granby | East Hartford | East Windsor |
Elington | Enfield | Farmington | G iry | Grrambyy | Tastford | Hebrom | Manchester | Mansfield | Marborough
. = | Rencicy Tl | Simshary | Somers | South Windsor | Southington | Stafford

MNew Britain | Newington | Pla
| Susfiedd | Tolland | Vernon | West Thrtfond | Wethersfield | Willington | Windsor | Windsor Locks



EAST COAST GREENWAY
GAP CLOSURE STUDY

Caitlin Palmer, AICP

Director of Regional Planning and Development




Greenway
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25 cities 2 450 communities

Nearly 200 miles in CT
12-mile “gap” in the Capitol Region

off-road route from Maine to Florida

15 states 4



The 3,000-Mile Vision




Study Area + Goals

« ldentify and secure municipal endorsement on
an alignment to close the gap with an off-road
alignment designed for all ages and abilities
between Farmington Canal Heritage Trail
(FHCT) to Charter Oak Greenway

« Create local connections
Recommendations that are design ready

Simsbury

Reminder... this is a study for the ECG
Se--- but many other local, regional, and state
B initiatives will tie into this greenway to

create a connected network!

Study Area

Hartford



Study Area + Goals

There's a reason for the gap...
* Rivers

« Highways

« Mountains

* Railroads

Existing development

Study Area

o =L

East Hartford



CAPITOL REGION
EAST COAST
GREENWAY STUDY

INTRODUCTION

Process

WHAT IS A
GREENWAY?

Data [ Existing Conditions
Public engagement on route ideas
“Desktop” Screening
Additional Analysis

Finalize preferred alternatives

IN THIS ISSUE

Newsletter 1

\ el
. iteri Southern Alignments (West End) Central Alignments (Griffin Line South of Route 44) Northern Alignments
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General Process

%k

Preliminary Alignments



General Process
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Generadl Process

1. Off-Road (30 points)

2. Traffic Safety (30 points)

3. Connectivity (30 points)
{ Bloomfield ;:. *

[ X

Preliminary Identified
Alignments Alternatives

4. Equity (30 points)

5. Environmental Impact (20 points)

6. Personal Security (10 points)

Screening
7. Right-of-Way (10 points) Process
8. Cost (10 points)




Generadl Process
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Generadl Process
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Preliminary
Alighments

3 “gaps” to be
screened /.
Bloomfield Town

Center and L
Riverfront crossing
natural “endpoints”

3 - Hartford
Bloomfield

1 - Simsbury

/

4 - East Hartford
7

2 - Bloomfield
North

m— Study Areo

= = Municipal Boundary

Bloomfield

L J Reservoir #3 /
Park Avenue

®  Griffin Line

Griffin Road /
Wintonbury Reservoir

Sarmuel Wheeler Park /
Keney Park

Hartford
L Keney Park Corridor

® Griffin / Homestead
Corridor

L Connecticut River
Corridor

®  ‘Western Corridor
East Hartford
L J Hockanum River
L Silver Lane Corridor
Brewer Street

Trails
= Complete

- n Construction

— n Concept

0 15 3



Bloomfield Shortlist Alternatives

— = Municipal N1 e

Boundary

. ims Rd e °
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Northern and southern gap with Town
Center as nexus:

Northern Shortlist looked at:

« NI — Reservoir Option

* N2 - Rail with Trail

Southern Shortlist looked at:

+ Sl - South at Tobey to Copaco/RWT

- S3 — East past Rockwell Park to
Windsor

Rockwell Park




Bloomfield

Preferred Alignmen
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Hartford

Gap between Bloomfield/Hartford
town line and Founders Bridge

Looked at options: ; future pork

- South (Capital/Prospect)
. Central (Griffin/Homestead, Keney)
 North (Riverwalk)
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Hartford

Griffin Line Feasibility Study

Q: Can a trail be built alongside the
active rail line?

Also considered Homestead Ave
Yes.. recommended:

Route north of Albany Ave - $4-6M
Route south of Albany Ave - $26-33M

GRIFFIN LINE RAIL-WITH-TRAIL

FEASIBILITY MEMORANDUM
April 2024 DRAFT
oSty CRCDG T,

0L REGIOW COUWCL OF




Hartford

Preferred Alignment:
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East Hartford

Gap between Founders Bridge and

Charter Oak Greenway
‘ venue entrance

 South (P&W [ Brewer)
 Central (Silver Lane)

= North (Hockanum)

Proposed culvert crossing
beneath Roberts Street

Riverside
Magnet School
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Farmington Canal

Preferred
Alighment

Bloomfield Greenway

Study Area Simsbury

2

Municipal Boundary

Existing ECG

= Preferred Alignment
———

Existing Trail

e
Charter Oak Greenway

East Hartford

Hartford

Downtown Hartford &
East Hartford Trails




Community
Connections
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Closing the Gap

Renderings + Costs

o Bloomfield High School e Union Station e ArjacentioOn Hamp

Before - Bffb'e i e Before

Q Robert Street Culvert
Before

e Human Services

Before




Closing the Gap

Renderings + Costs

o Bloomfield High School e Union Station

After )

After

9 Human Services

After

e Adjacent to On Ramp

After

o Robert Street Culvert

After




Closing the Gap

Renderings + Costs

Cost ($M)

Segment

Bloomfield - North of Town Center 3.8 $
Bloomfield - South of Town Center 24 $
Total 6.2 $
Segment Miles
Hartford - Tobey to Plainfield (RWT) 1.3 $
Hartford - Plainfield to Garden (RWT) 1.7 $
Hartford - Garden to Founders 0.5 $
Hartford - Downtown North 0.75 $
Hartford - "Park” Route 2.7 $
Hartford 6.95 $
Segment Miles

East Hartford 3.6 $

Total 3.6 $

9.9
7.1
17.0

Cost ($M)
4.9
29.5
2.6
4.0
6.9
47.9

Cost ($M)
13.3
13.3

Avg. $/Mile
$ 2.6
$ 3.0
$ 2.7

Avg. $/Mile
$ 3.8
$ 17.4
$ 5.2
$ 5.3
$ 2.6
$ 6.9

Avg. $/Mile
$ 37
$ 3.7




Closing the Gap

Renderings + Costs

Segment

Cost ($M)

Avg. $/Mile

Bloomfield - North of Town Center
Bloomfield - South of Town Center
Hartford - Tobey to Plainfield (RWT)
Hartford - Plainfield to Garden (RWT)
Hartford - Garden to Founders
Hartford - Downtown North

Hartford - "Park” Route

East Hartford

Total

3.8
24
1.3
1.7
0.5
0.75
2.7
3.6
16.75

©H &L 6 H L H & & H

9.9
7.1
4.9
29.5
2.6
4.0
6.9
13.3
78.2

2.6
3.0
3.8
17.4
5.2
5.3
2.6
3.7
4.7

©H &L 6 & L H A & H




Next Steps

Draft Final Study Published — Comment Period Ends August 15
» Public Engagement

Local Municipal Endorsement on Final Draft

CRCOG Endorsement

"Pitch” Meeting with CTDOT



Next Steps

PRESENTATIONS

Hartford Planning & Zoning Commission (VIRTUAL)
Tuesday, July 22 at 6pm

Hartford Public Info Session (IN-PERSON)
August 6 at 6:30pm @ Hartford Public Library Albany
Branch, 1250 Albany Avenue

Public Info Session (VIRTUAL)
Thursday, August 7 at 7pm

East Hartford Planning & Zoning Presentation
(HYBRID)

Wednesday, August 13th at 7:00pm @ Town Hall
Council Chambers, 2nd Floor, 740 Main Street

Bloomfield Trails Committee
September 11, 2025

POP UPS

East Hartford — Farmer's Market @
Town Green

v' Bloomfield — Summer Concert Series
@ Town Green

« East Hartford — Sounds of Summer,
7/24

« Hartford — 86GO Meet Up @ Bushnell
Park, 7/29

« East Hartford — Back to School
Backpack Rally, 8/6

More Coming Soon!
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Follow up questions? = .

Caitlin Palmer
cpalmer@crcog.org

Ken Livingston . B
Ken.M.Livingston@imegcorp.com

W8 Greenway

. W MAINE 1O 108104
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Updates and News

Capitol Region East Coast Greenway Study

e Extra Work — Simsbury

e Public Comment Period through August 15
* Past Events

East Hartford - Farmers Market @ Town Green - Tuesday, July 15, 2025 from 2 - 430pm
Bloomfield - Summer Concert Series - Thursday, July 17, 2025 from 7 - 9pm

Major Roads Simsbury Trail Alignments Studied == Altemative 3A == Alternative 4
w— Existing Public Open Space == Alternative 1A == Altemative 3 8 Alternative 5

Hartford - Planning & Zoning Commission - Tuesday, July 22, 2025 RPN @ BTty o Mharaihel AR

Bloomfield - Alvin & Beatrice Wood Center - Tuesday, July 22, 2025 from 1 - 3pm
Hartford - Mortensen Riverfront Plaza - Thursday, July 24, 2025 from 11:30am - 1:30pm

East Hartford - Sounds of Summer - Thursday, July 24, 2025 from 6 - 8pm

Hartford - 86G0O Meet Up @ Bushnell Park - Tuesday, July 29, 2025 from 5:30 - 7:30pm
East Hartford - Back to School Backpack Rally - Wednesday, August 6 from 3:30 - 5:30pm
Hartford - Public Info Session @ Albany Library - Wednesday, August 6 at 6:30pm
Hartford - Public Info Session (virtual) -Thursday, August 7 at 7pm

* Upcoming Events

East Hartford Planning & Zoning Presentation
(HYBRID) - Wednesday, August 13 at 7:00pm @

CAPITOL REGION
EAST COAST
GREENWAY STUDY

SIMSBURY — BLOOMFIELD — HARTFORD — EAST HARTFORD

i

Town Hall Council Chambers, Second Floor, 740
Main Street

Questions? Email cpalmer@crcog.org




Updates and News

Priority Pathways

Recent Events
e Advisory Committee #3 —June
* Walk Audit Discussion — Windsor, Day Hill Road — June
* Finalized the Existing Conditions Memo — July
* Pop-Up Events
 Wethersfield — Bicycles on Main Street — May 27
e Trails Day —June 8
* Bloomfield - Juneteenth event, June 22
* Indian Notch State Park — July 2
e Coventry Farmers Market — July 13
* Manchester Off-Main Street — July 19
e Taste of the Caribbean — August 2

Upcoming Events

* Walk Audit — Berlin, Farmington Avenue
e Advisory Committee #4 — October

Next Up
 Network Identification

Questions? Email mcipriano@crcog.org




Updates and News

Regional Shared Micromobility Program

Hartford — inception 8/27/2024
e QOver 190,000 rides
* Close to 20,000 unique riders

New Haven - inception 5/30/2025

e QOver 41,000 rides
 QOver 10,000 unique riders

Questions? Email mcipriano@crcog.org

TS

250 750 2,500 T.500



Updates and News

CTDOT Active Transportation Microgrant Program

2025

. SS,O?O per organization (up to 2 grants per calendar
year

* $750,000 statewide funding
* Addition of Bike Racks and Bike Maintenance Stations

* Q1 2025 - 10 Applications for close to $50,000
* Q2 2025 — 14 Applications for close to $70,000

2025 Submission Due Dates
Q1: March 28

Q2: June 27

Q3: September 26

Q4: December 19

Questions? Email mcipriano@crcog.org

CONNECTICUT
TRAMSPORTATION



Updates and News

CRCOG Walk Audits:
Andover / Bolton E-Bike Audit —July 17

Focused on improving bike and ped
connectivity across Route 6 and along the
Hop River Trail (part of the East Coast
Greenway). Members of CRCOG, the
Towns, CTDOT, CTDEEP, Watch For Me CT,
and local advocates in attendance.

Communities are welcome to reach out to CRCOG
anytime to organize a walk audit!

Past Walk Audit Locations:
Andover, Canton, Vernon, Wethersfield, Plainville,
CCSU/Newington/New Britain

Questions?
Email mcipriano@crcog.org or amaher@crcog.org




Updates and News

CRCOG Walk Audits: Storymaps Available on the CRCOG Mapping & Data Website

CAPITOL REGION
CRCOG COUNCIL OF GOVERNMENTS  Home Dashboards Storymaps  All Appsand Maps  Data Download =~ CRCOG Home Page

B VAR TS
j " 'E: N Y
| Wm
;o -
T
LOTCIP StoryMap Showcasing Drone Content and Use Cases
Explore Explore

Canton Walk Audits

Canton Walk Audits Town of Planville Walk Vernon Walk Audits Wethersfield Walk Audits
Audits

Explore Explore Explore Explore



https://gis.crcog.org/portal/apps/sites/#/crcog-portal-site/pages/storymaps

Updates and
N

eWwWS

E-bikes: Know the Law

ALL E-BIKES

The motor must be less than
750 watts. E-bike top speeds
are capped at 28 mph, unless
the bike has a throttle—in that
case, the maximum speed is
limited to 20 mph. Once the
maximum speed is reached,
the motor must shut off.

CLASS 2

Class 2 e-bikes have a
maximum speed of 20 mph
and are equipped with a
throttle. They may aiso
include pedal assist. When
the bike reaches its
maximum speed, the motor
shuts off. Class 2 e-bikes are
not allowed on trails unless
permitted by local
ordinance.

WHAT AN
E-BIKE IS

Their motors use pedal assist,

pedaling. Effective October 1,
Class 1 e-bikes may be ridden

assist. They must be equipped
with a speedometer. Children

ride Class 3 e-bikes, except as

designed to carry one). Class
3 e-bikes are not permitted on

CLASS 1

Class 1 e-bikes have a
maximum speed of 20 mph

meaning the motor stops

when the rider stops

on paths and trails without
requiring local permission.

NOT ALL ELECTRIC
VEHICLES ARE E-BIKES

E-bikes must fall into one of
the three defined classes. If a
vehicle does not meet the
criteria for any of these
classes, it is not considered an
e-bike. Electric scooters are
not the same as e-bikes and
are subject to different
regulations. Be sure to know
the rules for the type of
vehicle you are riding.

CLASS 3

Class 3 e-bikes have a
maximum speed of 28 mph
and operate using pedal

under 16 are not allowed to

passengers (if the bike is

multi-use trails.

MODIFICATION
MATTERS

E-bikes may not be modified in
ways that take them out of
compliance with state law. Starting
October 1, any changes—such as
adding a mechanical button,
altering the drive system software,
using an app, or making other
modifications that cause the
vehicle to no longer meet the legal
definition of an e-bike—will result in
it no longer being classified as one.

WHAT AN
E-BIKE IS

NOT

E-BIKE VS. MOTOR-
DRIVEN CYCLE

Motor-driven cycles are
vehicles with motors rated at
less than 3,700 watts. Bicycles
with motors exceeding 749
watts are most likely classified
as motor-driven cycles and are
not considered e-bikes. Motor-
driven cycles are subject to
different regulations and
should not be treated as e-
bikes.

SPEED
Under Connecticut state
law, e-bikes are limited to a
maximum speed of either
20 or 28 mph, depending
on their class. Vehicles that
exceed these speeds are
not considered e-bikes and
should not be treated as
such. Similarly, e-bikes that
are modified to exceed
these speed limits are no
longer e-bikes and should
not be labeled as such.

Per Connecticut state law, all e-bike riders are required to wear a helmet.

It's important to choose one that is rated for the speed your e-bike can
reach. Since e-bikes travel at speeds of 20 mph or higher, you should look
for either a motorcycle helmet or one that meets the NTA-8776

certification, which was specifically designed for e-bikes. You can find %
more information about the NTA-8776 certification here: https://www.met- “-'E-. .
helmets.com/en/bluegrass-stories/nta-8776/ or by scanning this QR code.

WATCH -

FOR ME = CT

o Eidrens




Updates and
News

Labeling and Advertising Requirements for
Manufacturers and Sellers

Advertising Requirements

* Show class, wattage & max * Only e-bikes can be
speed in at least 9-point font advertised as e-bikes

* E-bikes must be labeled * Sellers must update buyers
correctly, especially after any with correct info before the

modifications sale if they advertised non e-

* New laws impose fines for bikes as e-bikes.
labeling violations




Updates and News

How to Start a
Bicycle Club
or

Bike Advocac
l v y Advocacy Organization

1. Register with League of
American Bicyclists Loosan o7
2. Register as a 501(c)(3) Bicycligts’

This manual is intended to help you take the
first steps in organizing a bicycle club or advocacy
organization. It also aims to improve the orgamzation of
your existing group. In outlining these steps, we hope to
take out some of the guesswork involved and make the
process more enjoyable. Our affiliated clubs and
organizations are vital for the League of American
Bicyclists" success, and we are proud to support your
current and future efforts for bicycling.

Y TH E lEAG UE League of American Bicyclists
=g 1612 K St., NW, Ste 800 = Washington, DC 20006

OF AMERICAN BICYCLISTS (202) §22-1333 « Fx (202) §22-1334

www_bikeleague.org = bikeleague @bikeleague.org

since TRED




What’s New in
My Town?




Other Business

Topics You’re Interested In



Adjournment
Next Meeting

Tuesday, November 18
Time: 12-1:30pm
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