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CRCOG Legislative Committee Meeting MINUTES 
Wednesday, October 30, 2025 11:00 AM - This was a virtual meeting.  
For more information, email info@crcog.org or call 860-724-4283 

	Member/Guest
	Organization

	Brandon Robertson
	Avon

	Chris Edge
	Berlin

	Jon Colman
	Bloomfield

	Jim Rupert
	Bolton

	Lisa Thomas
	Coventry 

	Jason Bowsza
	East Windsor 

	Raúl De Jesús Jr.
	Hartford

	Jonathan Cabral
	Hartford

	Steve Stephanou
	Manchester

	Ryan Aylesworth
	Mansfield

	David Porter
	Marlborough

	Jonathan Altshul 
	Newington

	Wendy Mackstutis 
	Simsbury

	Alex Ricciardone
	Southington 

	Peter Tanaka
	Willington

	Donna Hamzy Carroccia
	Kozak & Salina 

	Margart Banker
Mary Bujeaud
Doug Holcomb
	GHTD
GHTD
GHTD

	Cara Radzins
Caitlin Palmer
	CRCOG
CRCOG

	Matt Hart 
	CRCOG



1. Call to Order 
Jason Bowsza called the meeting to order at 11:01 AM. 
 
2. Approval of minutes from October 15, 2025
Jon Colman made a motion to approve the minutes from the October 15, 2025 meeting. Steve Stephano seconded; motion passed unanimously. 
 
3. Staff Reports
Matt Hart briefed the group on the timing of a potential state special session and that it remains uncertain and expressed concern over the ongoing federal government shutdown and essential services like SNAP. Matt emphasized that municipalities may need to increase local food pantry resources and that CRCOG’s Emergency Management unit stands ready to assist with food distribution if the shutdown continues. Donna Hamzy Carroccia added that a special session is now confirmed for November 12th, it will focus primarily on housing, with the Senate scheduled to convene on November 13th. Further details about the session’s full agenda are expected soon. Jonathan Altshul expressed concern about the recent SNAP cuts, noting that the state’s $3 million emergency grant would only provide short-term relief and asked if there were discussions about additional funding or supplemental grants. Donna Hamzy Carroccia responded that ongoing conversations between legislative leadership and the Governor’s Office would determine next steps, emphasizing that while legislative leaders are inclined to direct more state resources to support those in need, decisions will depend on coordination with the administration. Matt Hart added that he has reached out to Connecticut Foodshare to invite them to an upcoming Policy Board meeting to discuss their efforts and explore opportunities for regional collaboration should the federal shutdown persist.

4. Discussion of 2026 Legislative Priorities (Matt Hart & Donna Hamzy Carroccia) 
· 2026 CRCOG Legislative Agenda Draft 1.0 
Matt Hart provided an overview of the draft 2026 CRCOG Legislative Agenda, highlighting key priorities including regional approaches to housing growth and affordability, expansion of the STEAP grant program, energy siting and land use reforms, updates to the state PILOT and local revenue options, enhanced special education funding, and continued investment in transportation and infrastructure. Donna Hamzy Carroccia expanded on these items, suggesting a reorganization to emphasize CRCOG-specific priorities while maintaining alignment with CCM and COST. She detailed new proposals under energy siting, like municipal representation on the Siting Council, farmland and open space preservation, and establishing a maximum megawatt cap per municipality. Donna also outlined recommendations to increase municipal revenue options, including expanding PILOT and the Mashantucket Pequot Mohegan Fund, retaining a greater share of sales, meals, and traffic citation revenues, and pursuing reforms to special education and MBR funding. Transportation priorities include continued investment in the Hartford Line, CTfastrak expansion, and micro-transit programs important to member communities. 
Doug Holcomb discussed the mircotransit pilot program operations, cost, ridership, and community engagement. The full presentation begins at the 20 minute mark. 

5. Wrap-up & Next Steps 
Jon Colman made a motion to bring the Legislative Agenda to the Policy Board at the November 19th meeting. Wendy Mackstutis seconded. Alex Ricciardone abstained. Motion passed.

6. Adjournment
Jon Colman motioned to adjourn, Wendy Mackstutis seconded. The meeting adjourned at 11:42am. 
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