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Agenda Item Summary 
 

To: CRCOG Policy Board; CRCOG Transportation Committee 

From: Caitlin Palmer, Director of Regional Planning & Development 

CC: Rob Aloise, Director of Transportation Planning  

Meeting Date: January 27, 2026 (Transportation Committee: January 26, 2026) 

Subject: Endorsement of the Capitol Region East Coast Greenway Study Final Report 

 
Background: This study was initiated by the Capitol Region Council of Governments (CRCOG) 
with a kickoff meeting in February 2023 to identify a feasible route alignment to close the “gaps” in 
the East Coast Greenway (ECG) between Simsbury, Bloomfield, Hartford, and East Hartford, 
Connecticut. The study area for this project was an estimated 12-mile gap in the ECG between the 
Farmington Canal Heritage Trail (FCHT) in Simsbury to the Charter Oak Greenway in East 
Hartford. The study was conducted in collaboration with the study's Advisory Committee that 
included the Connecticut Department of Transportation (CTDOT), Connecticut Department of 
Energy & Environmental Protection (CT DEEP), East Coast Greenway Alliance (ECGA), 
representatives from each study area community, iQuilt, National Park Service (NPS), and 
Riverfront Recapture and included other stakeholder coordination. The Capitol Region East Coast 
Greenway Study results in one Preferred Alignment and includes conceptual design, renderings, 
and cost estimates. Study deliverables will allow for segments to seamlessly progress into design 
and construction following the conclusion of this study. 
 
The Draft Final Report was published in June 2025 and presented to the Transportation 
Committee, acting as Policy Board, at their July meeting. During the 53-day public comment 
period, which closed on August 15, 2025, the Study was made available on the CRCOG website, 
sent to stakeholders and interested parties, advertised along trails with “yard signs,” shared at 
seven “pop-up” community events throughout the study area, presented to municipal Planning & 
Zoning Commissions in Hartford and East Hartford, and an in-person information session was 
held in Hartford as well as a virtual information session. Minor public comments were received 
during the public comment period as well as several additional CTDOT comments, which were 
integrated as applicable. The Bloomfield Town Council was presented to and endorsed the Study at 
their meeting on August 25, 2025, East Hartford Town Council on September 2, 2025, and City of 
Hartford’s Planning, Economic Development, and Housing Committee was presented to on 
December 16, 2025 and a subsequent approval by City Council on January 12, 2026. Approval by 
East Hartford Town Council necessitated minor changes to the document to reflect their approval 
of the alignment except for the proposed culvert under Roberts Street, which they prefer cross at 
the existing intersection at Roberts Street and Silver Lane. (Note: the alignment for the portion in 
Simsbury was previously approved by Policy Board on January 24, 2024.)  
 
Benefit to Member Towns/CRCOG: This Study identifies a feasible alignment for a greenway 
that is a priority of the region and state, which now has consensus of the CTDOT and the study area 
municipalities. All told, the final preferred alignment represents a 16.75-mile recreational and 
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utility connection through multiple CRCOG communities and the larger ECG network, extending 
all the way to Maine and Florida. Nearly all the alignment has been proposed off-road with minimal 
on-road portions, creating a safe facility for all users regardless of age or ability. Completing the 
greenway also presents important economic opportunities for development along and in proximity 
to this major asset. 
 
Financial/Operational Impact: The Study identifies a total project cost of $78.2 million, which 
equates to an average cost of $4.7 million per mile. The Study identifies potential segments to fund 
this project in phases depending on funding sources and opportunities. When constructed, it is 
anticipated that municipalities would be responsible for routine maintenance, including snow 
removal, and CTDOT would be responsible for larger capital costs, as is typical for these types of 
facilities in other parts of the state. 
 
Project Schedule: November 2022 (contract execution) – January 2026 
 

Recommendation: CRCOG staff recommends endorsement of the Final Report for the Capitol 
Region East Coast Greenway Study by the Transportation Committee at its meeting on January 26, 
2026 and adoption by the Policy Board at its meeting on January 27, 2026. Once adopted, the 
report documents will be considered final, and the recommendations therein can be incorporated 
into future updates of CRCOG’s Metropolitan Transportation Plan and other planning documents. 
The Transportation Committee will make a recommendation at their meeting. 

 
Attachment: 

o Resolution for Endorsement of the Capitol Region East Coast Greenway Study 
o Capitol Region East Coast Greenway Study – Final Plan (to be posted on the  study website 

prior to Transportation Committee meeting on January 26, 2026) 
o Bloomfield Town Council Resolution 
o East Hartford Town Council Resolution 
o Hartford City Council Resolution  

https://crcogct.gov/capitol-region-ecg-study/
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RESOLUTION 
FOR ENDORSEMENT OF THE CAPITOL REGION EAST COAST GREENWAY STUDY 

 
WHEREAS, the Capitol Region Council of Governments worked with the Connecticut Department 
of Transportation (CTDOT), Town of Simsbury, Town of Bloomfield, City of Hartford, Town of East 
Hartford, and other stakeholders to undertake the Capitol Region East Coast Greenway Study; and 
 
WHEREAS, the study identifies a feasible, predominantly off-road alignment through the study 
area that will close the gap in a priority greenway of the Capitol Region and State of Connecticut; and  
 
WHEREAS, the study identifies a total of 16.75 miles of trail to be completed – excluding the 
proposed construction and efforts related to the Joe Marfuggi Riverwalk by others – and includes a 
variety of trail types through parks and “rail with trail”, creates connections to destinations and 
neighborhoods, and creates opportunities for economic benefits; and 
 
WHEREAS, the Study Advisory Committee, which included representatives from CTDOT, CT 
DEEP, East Coast Greenway Alliance (ECGA), each study area community, iQuilt, National Park 
Service (NPS), and Riverfront Recapture, met throughout the study to provide input; and  
 
WHEREAS, the public had opportunities to offer input via a study website and interactive maps, 
information meetings and other presentations, Advisory Committee meetings, newsletters and e-
blasts, community “pop-up” events, and a 53-day comment period on the Draft Study Report; and 
 
WHEREAS, the Bloomfield Town Council, Hartford City Council, and East Hartford Town Council 
have reviewed the study, found its recommendations to be reasonable, and accepted the effort, and 
any comments and conditions of approval have been suitably incorporated; and 
 
WHEREAS, the recommendations for Simsbury were previously approved by the Town of 
Simsbury Board of Selectman and adopted by the CRCOG Policy Board in January 2024; and  
 
WHEREAS, the CRCOG Transportation Committee has reviewed the study, has found its 
recommendations to be reasonable, and has endorsed the effort; 
 
NOW THEREFORE BE IT RESOLVED THAT, the Capitol Region Council of Governments does 
hereby endorse the recommendations of the Capitol Region East Coast Greenway Study as described 
in the Final Report. Furthermore, study documents may be marked FINAL and dated January 2026, 
and study recommendations may henceforth be incorporated into agency planning documents. 
 
CERTIFICATE 
I certify the above is a true copy of a resolution adopted by the Policy Board at its meeting held on 
January 27, 2026. 
 
BY: _____________________________     DATE:______________________  
       Rodney Fournier, Secretary 
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Memorandum  

To: Angelica Candelaria, Interim Town Clerk  

CC: Alvin D. Schwapp, Jr., Town Manager 

Sharron Howe, Deputy Town Manager 

 Andrew Crumbie, Town Attorney 

From: India M. Rodgers, Clerk of Council 

Date: August 26, 2025 

Re: REVISED - Approved Town Council Motions – August 25, 2025  

 
Hi Angelica: 
 
Here are the approved motions and votes taken at the last Town Council Meeting held August 25, 2025: 

 
Mr. Alvin D. Schwapp, Jr., Town Manager, opened the meeting and called for a vote for the Election 
of Mayor. 

 
ELECTION OF MAYOR 

 
It was moved by Councilor Cooper, seconded by Councilor Merritt to elect Anthony C. Harrington as 
the Mayor for the Town of Bloomfield for remaining Council term ending November 2025. 
 
VOTE: AYE: A. Harrington, C. Lloyd, M. Oliver, T. Cooper, J. Merritt, E. Waterhouse 
  NAY: S. Mahon 
  ABSTAIN: None 
 
The motion passes, 6-0-1. 

 
ELECTION OF DEPUTY MAYOR 
 
It was moved by Councilor Waterhouse, seconded by Councilor Merritt and Oliver, and voted 
unanimously to elect Cindi A. Lloyd as the Deputy Mayor for the Town of Bloomfield for remaining 
Council term ending November 2025. 
 
VOTE: AYE: A. Harrington, C. Lloyd, M. Oliver, , J. Merritt, E. Waterhouse 
  NAY: S. Mahon 
  ABSTAIN: T. Cooper 

 
The motion passes, 5-1-1. 
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COUNCIL BUSINESS 
 
NEW BUSINESS 

 
FY 2026-08: Consider and Possible Action on Resolution regarding Municipal Approval of the 
East Coast Greenway Study 
 
It was moved by Councilor Merritt, seconded by Councilor Waterhouse and voted unanimously to adopt 
the Resolution regarding Municipal Approval of the East Coast Greenway Study (see attached). 
 

 
FY 2026-09: Consider and Take Action regarding Appointments to the Economic Development 
Commission/Development Authority (EDC/DA) 
 
It was moved by Councilor Merritt and seconded by Deputy Mayor Lloyd and voted unanimously to 
appoint the following individuals to the Economic Development Commission/Development Authority 
(EDC/DA): 
 

• Vivian Nabeta, (D) 264 Duncaster Road 
• Tricia Martin, (R), 6 Sweetbrier Rd, Granby, CT (Bloomfield Business owner) 

 
 

  ADJOURNMENT  
 
  It was moved by Councilor Cooper, seconded Councilor Waterhouse and voted unanimously to    
  adjourn the meeting at 7:13 p.m. 
 

 

 

  
 



Resolution 
 

WHEREAS, the Capitol Region Council of Governments (CRCOG), Connecticut Department of 
Transportation (CTDOT), and many municipalities within Connecticut have been working to 
complete the East Coast Greenway (ECG) through the region; and  

WHEREAS, the ECG in Connecticut is part of a larger 3,000-mile off-road vision stretching from 
Florida to Maine that collectively hosts 50 million rides, runs, and walks annually for people of all 
ages and abilities; and  

WHEREAS, CRCOG initiated the Capitol Region East Coast Greenway Study (CRECG Study) in 
November 2022 to complete a planning study to identify the preferred alignment for the off-road 
ECG route through the communities of Bloomfield, Hartford, and East Hartford where there is a 
combined, estimated 12-mile gap in off-road greenway facilities; and 

WHEREAS, the CRCOG Study builds off prior planning efforts in the Town of Bloomfield, such as 
the “Bloomfield Cross Town Trail Study” and the “Bloomfield Greenway: Cross-Town 
Bicycle/Pedestrian Connectivity Project”; and  

WHEREAS, the CRCOG Study recommends a 6.2-mile route consisting of new multi-use shared 
paths, rail-with-trail segments, and sidepaths as well as key connections to other bicycle and 
pedestrian infrastructure and destinations; and  

WHEREAS, CRCOG has provided various opportunities for residents and stakeholders to submit 
feedback and attend information meetings during a 45-day public comment period; and 

WHEREAS, following local endorsement and approval by the CRCOG Policy Board, stakeholders 
can use the Study deliverables to more readily identify and apply for funding opportunities to 
implement the route recommendations detailed within the Study; now therefore be it 

RESOLVED, that the Bloomfield Town Council hereby approves the recommendations of the 
Capitol Region East Coast Greenway Study for the Preferred Alignment through the Town of 
Bloomfield. 
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